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The Grindstone 

 

Christmas in the Village 

2015 

Santa listening to the Christmas 

wishes of Makenna and Madison 

Shaw. 

Cheyenne, Sawyer, Jude, Alana, and 

Amber Cochran enjoying cider and 

cookies. 

Brian Mickey in the FARC Building 

with visitors viewing the Braun 

Brewery display. 

Mrs. Claus thoroughly entertaining 

children and adults with her 

Christmas magic. 

Docent Kay Clark greeting visitors 

to the Harris Duty House and relat-

ing the unique history of the house. 

Docent Ralph Zilch in the Amherst 

Auto Garage touring visitors 

interested in  the vintage cars. 

Docent Charlie Wearsch in the 

Caboose relating the history of the 

1916 Amherst Train Wreck. 

Docent Jim Wilhelm briefing visitors 

regarding the old Amherst Live Oak 

Pumper. 

As an finale, Mary Miller at the 

pump organ with son, Norm leading 

Christmas singing in the chapel. 
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Presidentôs letter by Charlie Marty 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello all, as we head into winter we are beginning to work in the lab. We have processed the artifacts from our 

2015 excavations at the Burrell Orchard site, and are moving on to study materials from both the Seamanôs Fort 

and Taylor sites near Milan. Both of those sites have prehistoric pottery, unlike the Archaic (circa 4500 YBP)

Burrell site. 

Seamanôs Fort is an Early Woodland (circa 2500 YBP) site. This time period is designated as the period when 

area natives began firing clay to make cooking vessels. Taylor is a Late Woodland (circa 900 YBP) site. By this 

time natives were making a greater variety of higher quality cooking and storage vessels. Prehistoric pottery 

starts in the Early Woodland period characterized by thick walls, lower quality consistency, and large grit 

tempering inclusions. As pottery production continued,  vessel walls get thinner and more consistent, with 

smaller and more consistent grit tempering inclusions. These changes make vessels better able to handle 

repeated thermal shock (i.e. Cooking). Vessels also exist in a greater variety of shapes later in time. This 

indicates that pottery was being used for a greater variety of functions later in time, indicating that pottery 

assumed some of the functions of items like gourds and baskets. These containers likely would have still had 

value however, so why did pottery use continue to increase? The answer may be maize or corn. The increase in 

pottery vessel types coincides with the cultivation of maize which needed to be stored as well as cooked. 

If you would like to learn more about these connections, and the connection between our history and native 

groups that populated this area, please join us in our upcoming lab work. We will be looking at some of the 

artifacts from this particular site during upcoming lab sessions in the winter. If you are interested in joining us 

please check out our website at www.firelandsarchaeology.org, or find us on Facebook as the ñFirelands 

Archaeological Research Centerò we look forward to hearing from you soon . 

Brian L. Scanlan 

President 

Firelands Archaeological Research Center  

Another year has come and gone.  2015 is now in the "History" books.  The Amherst 

Historical Society has had many exciting activities and projects in the past year.  I'm sure that 

this coming 12 months will prove just as wonderful.   

"Christmas in the Village" and our Volunteer Luncheon were the highlights for December.  As always, the 

decorated Sandstone Village was the Gem of the surrounding area.  A big thanks to the volunteers that decorated 

our little historical town.   On a somber note, The Pit Restaurant has decided to leave its location at 150 

Jefferson.  We hope their future endeavors work out for them.  It was a nice addition while it lasted.   

We hope to see everyone at one of our many activities in the upcoming year.   

We thank you for your support.   

Historically, Charlie. 

Charlie Marty 

http://www.firelandsarchaeology.org
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DO YOU REMEMBER......   

Parlour Games? 

 
 Many of us never lived in a house with a parlour, which was like a second living room kept pristine 

for special guests.  If children were rarely invited they had to follow the rules of ñChildren are seen and not 

heard.ò  The other sitting room was used on Sundays and evenings after supper.  There father read 

sometimes aloud to the family and usually from the Bible.  Mother still had work to do, so she 

darned socks, mended clothing or embroidered, knitted, crocheted or tatted.  On Sundays or holidays, families 

played games, which started the name ñParlour Gamesò.  We still play versions of them today. 

 When radios were owned, the family gathered around them to listen to the news and be entertained with 

comedy or drama.  Board games and parlour games were still played, especially when there were guests. Many of 

them survived all through the years, such as checkers, chess, and Parcheesi. The rage in the 30ôs was Monopoly.  

We could be assured that after Sunday dinner at Aunt Anneôs house we would play Monopoly all afternoon.  What 

a long game! 

 Of course, cards will always be popular.  From PIG (my first card game) and WAR to Bridge and Canasta, 

and many others, those simple card boards still provide hours of entertainment.  Educational, too. My family liked 

the word games like SCRABBLE and we still play my favorite ñUPWORDSò.  My Dad used to bring out his hand 

made forms to play ñCATEGORIESò whenever he could get people to join in the game.  The top of the page, 

divided into six columns was used to designate letters and the side held about six categories such as birds, colors, 

ball players, movie stars, flowers, autos or whatever else offered by each player. A clock was set for 20 minutes. 

When over, each player who had a unique answer got six points, it two people had one they got four points and if 

three or more, two points.  I was allowed to play as soon as I could write and given no quarter for my youth. As I 

learned from the adults answers, I improved and finally could even win a game.  One highlight of our games was 

my mother trying to get away with ball players, MOONDEZ and WINOCHEK. We never gave up teasing her 

about this.  

 Remember the Christmas Party at the Schoolhouse I called ñA Dickens of a Christmasò.  I tried to find 

authentic old games- - -our favorite was ñThe Ministerôs Cat", which called for adjectives beginning with a 

designated letter and the circle of players dropping out when they failed to name one in rhythm to the clapping. 

 My couples club played many games---one was to identify the artist who was asked to draw their spouse.  

We hung them on the wall and the player with the most correct answers won.  The amateur art gave us many 

laughs. 

 The game our couples played that got the most laughs was ñMost Embarrassing Momentò.  One person, 

ñItò had to leave the room.  Meanwhile their spouse told the rest of the group what they thought was ñItôsò most 

embarrassing moment. ñItò returns and asks question that are answered only by ñYESò or ñNoò. Amazing what 

laughs came out of this inter change.  I am too embarrassed to tell you mine here but you may call me and Iôll tell 

mine if you tell me yours!  

 So much sociability has been lost since TVôs and computers have become our main entertainment at home. 

I remember when people ñjust dropped inò without invitation and I loved it! 

 Iôm glad the board games are still popular because I feel that it is important for children and adults to play 

games together. Donôt worry if a youngster doesnôt win at first. I grew up that way and donôt believe I was scarred  

 I could write a book on old ñhome madeò games (we didnôt buy them), so I guess Iôd better end this now. 

Vivienne Bickley 

                    The Magic of Christmas Brightened the Village 

We hope that you had a chance to drive thru the Sandstone Village  

during the month of December.  Terry Traster and his helpers John 

Dunn, Bill Provident, Tom Roth, Charlie Wearsch  and Jim Wilhelm 

did a fantastic job of decorating the village for Christmas. The men 

outdid themselves with lighting every building and just about 

everything they could put lights on.  Unfortunately the black and white 

photo of the lighted caboose does not show how festive it really 

looked in living color. 
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The bell tower in the center displays two historical bells. The bell at the top is a copy of the original Central School 

bell hand-cast by Terry Traster.  The bell at the bottom originally hung in the bell tower of the brick school house 

(1856-1893) that was located on the property of the old Amherst Union School.  After a fire destroyed the building, 

the bell become buried in the rubble.  Upon excavating the ground in 1907 to rebuilt the school, the bell was discov-

ered.  It was held in storage and later donated to the society by Willard Mengal. 

 

The school display project came about rather accidently. The Monday Research Group was reviewing old Central 

School photos when they came across pictures of the two plaster plaques hanging in the school study hall and  

decided to see if they could locate them.  All attempts were unsuccessful until a year later when the plaques were 

found stored away in the Ferrier Barn in the village.  It was brought to the attention of the Board of Directors and 

soon the project was underway.  Dedication of the display will be held at a later date. 

THE AMHERST SCHOOLS DISPLAY 

The newest addition to the Sandstone Village is a  

display tower portraying the history of Amherst 

schools throughout the ages and was designed and 

constructed by village building and grounds 

manager, Terry Traster,  

 

The structure on the left consist of three panels: the 

two side panels feature a collection of pictures 

beginning with the early one-room school houses to 

the current schools of today.  The center panel holds 

a plaster plaque depicting The Spirit of 76.  

The structure on the right is an additional plaster 

plaque of the  Pilgrim's landing at Plymouth Rock. 

Both plaster plaques hung in the study hall at old 

Central School.  

2014/2015 

VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION LUNCHEON 

December 19, 2015 

 

On the third Saturday of December the Amherst Historical Society Board of 

Directors, to show their thanks and gratitude, hosted a well deserved luncheon for 

the many volunteers who served in 2014 and 2015. 

 

It goes without saying that the Historical Society volunteers, as the backbone of the 

society, represent the many and diverse roles that contribute to the success of the 

organization. Numerous volunteer members participate as docents guiding visitors 

through the various buildings, countless others assist in the diverse events held 

throughout the year, many research the history of both the sandstone village as well 

as Amherstôs early days, others help in the society office or during the seasonal 

decorating of the village grounds, a number assist with the assembling and mailing 

of postal items, and others with financial support. 

 

To all our volunteers who give so much of themselves and expect so very little in 

returné.we the Board of Directors express our heartfelt appreciation...and sincere 

thanks. 

Vice-President Matt Nahorn  

acknowledging the value the  

volunteers have to the on-going  

success of the village.  


