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The Grindstone 

Christmas in the Village  

 

ôTwas  Sunday, just three weeks before Christmas...  

when  all through the village  there  was excitement  galore.  

With Christmas lights twinkling, carolers, elves and Holiday 

visitors mingling and, oh, oh, so much moreé. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

If you never attended the Christmas in the Village event, youôre missing out on a reminder of Christmas past. Its not the 

commercial atmosphere of the Mall; its watching little ones running up to Santa with open arms to spend quality time 

whispering Christmas wishes in his ear.  Its families gathering in the hall drinking hot chocolate or hot cider while munching 

on a variety of specialty homemade holiday goodies. Its Mrs. Clausôs puppet show in the chapel where she captivates the 

children with song and games.  Itôs the period clad docents in  the village buildings sweeping us back in time to the 

simplicity of seasons ago. And finally its caroling in the chapel with carols played on an antique pump organ. 

Itôs a memorable village tradition. 

Leanna Traster at the historic 

square piano in the parlor of 

the Harris Dute House playing 

traditional Christmas  music. 

Holiday visitors viewing the  

vintage fire equipment on display 

 in the Live Oak Fire Museum. 

Merry little elf, Mallory Goldski, with Santa and 

Mrs. Claus at their temporary  headquarters in the 

Grange Hall.    

Special thanks to Santa and Mrs. Claus for taking 

time from their busy schedule to visit and delight 

the children. 

 

Elizabeth Sonntag, Catherine 

Sonntag, Erika Smith, Bridget 

Sonntag and Cali Smith  enjoying 

family time. 

Little Nicole Merthe posing 

with Santa for her Christmas 

picture! 
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Presidentôs letter  

 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all our volunteers that helped to make our October event,  

ñBy My Lanternôs Lightò, a great success. The attendance was very good and everyone seemed to be  

having a good time. Hopefully there are good memories of the stories told and the time spent in the Village. 

 

On October 28, 2014 the general meeting of the Amherst Historical Society was held. After a short business 

meeting and the introduction of those members of the Board of Directors in attendance Col. Matt Nahorn 

presented an informative program on the Old Springs and the Braun Brewery. Matt told of the early days and 

the development of the area where Town Hall now stands. 

 

We are looking forward to a terrific year in 2015 with the hope that you will join us and help achieve new  heights for our 

upcoming events. If anyone has an idea for an event that would be of interest or if you have a suggestion on how to improve 

our facilities or events, please let us know. Our fundraising committee would love to hear your fresh ideas. 

 

Thank you, 

 

John Dunn 

     John Dunn 

Hello all, and welcome fall/winter! We at FARC are preparing for our lab sessions which will have us cleaning and proc-

essing historic artifacts from the Burrell Homestead in Sheffield Village. We worked this past spring and summer, in con-

junction with the Lorain County Metro Parks, and the Sheffield Village Historical Society, on an archaeological investiga-

tion of the grounds around an historic 1820ôs constructed farmhouse.  

 

We test excavated in the front yard looking for evidence of activities that pre-date the house, and possibly indicate the na-

ture of the structure that the Burrell family lived in upon their arrival to the area. Our work turned up various artifacts from 

the early 19th century, and we are excited to take a closer look at them. We are happy to receive volunteers who are inter-

ested in working with us, so please drop us a line or visit our website at www.firelandsarchaeology.org   

 

We also recently held our fifth annual Ohio Archaeology Dinner at the AHS Grange hall on October 9. Our speaker, Carrie 

Sowden, spoke on the Anthony Wayne, a shipwreck off Vermilion, and our guests enjoyed a gourmet dinner. Then on Oc-

tober 25 we welcomed guests to our lab for a prehistoric artifact ID day. Thanks to everyone who brought in great finds 

and collections. We saw artifacts from all over northern Ohio, and that dated as far back as 9000 years BP. We look for-

ward to the upcoming labs, and we hope to see you at the Sandstone Village for one of their upcoming events. 

Brian L. Scanlan 

President, Firelands Archaeological Research Center  

http://www.firelandsarchaeology.org/
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                       Do You Rememberé. 

High School 

 
How great it felt to be old enough to be in high school?  Only four more years and then the whole world 

would be ours!  Well, not for my generation.  We got hit with WW II.  The boys all left for military service 

and the girls started their nine to five jobs. Very few girls at our school were lucky enough to go on to college. 

 

The games? Basketball and football were so important to us. Ironically, since I was a cheerleader for six years, 

my love of spectator sports ended with graduation.  Iôve decided I have to know the players personally in order  

to be a fan. However, I do enjoy the Olympicsð- rooting for my team, the U.S.A.. 

 

Fads in Attire?  For many years, girls were forbidden the wearing of slax in school. Let alone ragged blue jeans!  In the 

sixties, my son was reprimanded, then given a detention for wearing brand new blue jeans to school.  My daughter came 

home from school wearing a skirt she had been made to take down the hem.  Pleats unironed looked terrible.  I didnôt think it 

was too short, but they did. My classmates and I wore short skirts ( not that short ) and baggy sweaters, knee sox and saddle 

shoes.  Hair styles always followed fads throughout the years. Being the old Fuddy-Duddy I am, I really despise the fad of 

tattooing and of body piercing. ( Iôm sure there will be a lot of people in future days, who will regret following these fads.) 

 

Autograph Books? Great fun to re-read.  Sample: A boy wrote: ñAn apple a day, keeps the doctor away-- but not the dentist. 

Ha, ha, ha!ò Was it prophetic? I married a dentist!  Of course, apples are good for dental health, too. 

 

Education? Oh, yes, thatôs what high school was supposed to be about.  In the sixties, I read that a 1900 graduate of high 

school had an education equivalent to a sixties college sophomore.  Wonder what the comparison in now. Vocational schools 

are proving more and more to be so important in our educational systems, especially in these days of low employment. 

 

Romance? A good reason to go to school. Some called it ñPuppy Loveò and didnôt take these couples seriously.  So it is 

surprising so many did end up getting married. Many of those unions lasted a lifetime, too. 

 

My best achievement last summer was locating my high school alumni to invite them to a 70th Reunion celebration.   

We, at Clearview in 1944 were a class of 51.  Being that most of us were 88 years old, we only had six attending and with 

spouses or drivers, twelve in all.  Did you ever notice what affection you feel for people you grew up with?  Even tho you 

havenôt  seen them in decades, you still feel close. Perhaps thatôs why so many reunions spawn second marriages.   

Warning: they can cause divorces, too.  A friend of mine lost her hubby of over 25 years to his old flame who came  

from out of state to their class reunion.  My friend had decided not to go with him.  

                 

                Take heed, spouses of alumni celebrations!  If someone invites you to go to their party- - go to it. 

Vivienne Bickley 

 

 

Editorôs Note 
 

In the November/December 2014 issue of The Grindstone there was an article titled ñIt Just Doesnôt Happenò.  

 

In the article we failed to mention the quilt show that was organized and displayed so beautifully by Peggy Paterchak and Bill 

Huffman. We wish to recognize their hard work and the quilts provided by Peggy, the quilting group ñThe Stash Queensò and 

others.  

 

We would also like to recognize Ralph Zilch for his many hours of volunteering to help with the German Fest. 

 

We apologize for omitting these hard working volunteers from our original article.                   
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The curious curators continue to update displays, gather and organize research materials, and answer 

research queries at the Historical Society.  Of particular note, we were pleased to share the Quigley 

Museum displays with the students during our One-Room Schoolhouse program.  It is such an 

important opportunity for the students to learn about the history of their own town through that 

program.  We believe our updated displays helped them do just that.    

We have so many great, active volunteers who work tirelessly to keep the research work moving 

forward in the office.  We may not mention it all the time, but each and every one of our 

volunteers is so valuable to the health and growth of the Historical Society.  Thank you to all of 

our research volunteers, and if you are interested in volunteering, please stop by the office on a 

Thursday.  

 

Finally, plans to preserve and display two large, plaster plaques depicting historic scenes, originally from the old 

Central School, are moving forward.  Please watch the Historical Society grounds for future developments.    

 

The Curious Curators  
Charlie Marty, Matt Nahorn, Joan Rosenbusch, & Ralph Zilch 

 
The Fire Wire  

By Jim Wilhelm, Assistance Fire Chief, Amherst Fire Department 
 

Saturday August 10, 1877 

The Elyria Constitution 
 

   About midnight Friday, our citizens were again aroused by the alarm of fire, discovered to be in the 

barn of Thomas Collier.  The flames soon ignited the barn of J.G. Baus and E.E. Foster, within a few 

feet the grocery store occupied by Spitzer, Bausôs shoe store and the bank building, which were ex-

pected momentarily to take fire, and if it had not been for extra exertions of the fire department and 

the citizens who worked with in, the whole square would have been laid to ashes.  Had there been any wind  

al all, the hotel and adjoining buildings would have been destroyed.  North Amherst certainly can boast of  

as well an organized fire department as any place of its size in the county.  We take this opportunity to  

express the gratitude of council and property owner of the village for efficient services of the fire department. 

 

Jim Wilhelmôs Note:  Now for those wondering where this occurred:  E.E.Foster owned the building located on 

the west side of South Main Street at the railroad tracks, which he rented to the Spitzer Bros., who used it as a 

grocery store and bank. J.G. Baus owned the store where the O.H.Baker house now stands.  Thomas Collier 

owned the first lot on Court St. (Beaver Ct.) west of South Main Street, the barns were behind these places.  
 

It is our belief that the Baus Boot and Shoe Store and house was sold to James Jackson and moved across the 

street and made into the Hotel after a fire burnt it to the groundé.but that is another story. 

   Quigley Docents,  

   Joan Rosenbusch & 

   Ralph Zilch. 

 

Pictured left portrays  

the Pilgrim's landing at  

Plymouth Rock. 

 

Right is The Spirit of 76, an 

American Revolution patriotic 

sentiment. 

Jim Wilhelm 
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One-Room School Program                   

 by Lilly Krebs 
 
On behalf of The Amherst Historical Society, I wish to thank all who participated in the One-Room School  
Program. Many of you were there one, two or three days, some volunteered for the whole week.  
 
                                 The following people helped the society: 
 
School Marms:        Jeannie Rice, Shirley Young and Jean Swift 
Blacksmith:              Tom Roth 

Auto Garage:            Bob Cole 

Caboose:                 Tom Roth and Chip Rathwell 
Fire Station:             Jim Wilhelm 

Harris/Dute House:  Ruth Haff, Jeannie Rice, Martha Pallante, Kay 
                                 Clark, Kathy Dean-Dielman,  Shirley Provident  
                                 Sharon Substanley 

Quigley Museum:     Peggy Paterchak, Matt Nahorn, Jan Orseno,  
           Ralph Zilch and Joan Rosenbusch 

Chapel:                    Lilly Krebs 

 
The number of students who attended along with teachers and chaperones were: 

 
                                                     Josiah Harris Elementary School       232 Students 
 

                                                St. Joseph Elementary School   27 Students 

 
Thank you to Terry Traster and Charlie Wearsch for setting up the schoolroom and a special thank you to  
Charlie for the terrific clean-up job. 
 
Thank you to Donna Rumpler for coordinating with the schools the date and times for the program. 

 

 
 
 
Editors Note: The Amherst Historical Society would like especially to express our appreciation to Lilly Krebs for 
scheduling the volunteers. Lilly made many phone calls to ensure that the buildings would be manned for the  
purpose of educating and giving the students an enjoyable experience. 
 
To the students who participated in the program and generously donated to ñQuarters for Quigleyò in the amount 
of $110 ï THANK YOU! 
 
The Amherst Historical Society was pleased to be able to continue the tradition of the ñOne-Room School  
Programò that was handled so expertly by Vivienne Bickley over the years.  
 
Thank you, Vivienne. You raised the bar high ï we hope we met your expectations. 

School Marm Shirley Young teaching  a 

third grade Harris School class their sums. 


